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The Twelve Days of Christmas, (a familiar phrase, if
not an overly familiar song) are actually the 12 days
AFTER Christmas Day leading up to the celebration
of Epiphany on January 6th each year. Epiphany
marks two events in Jesus’ life; the appearance of
Christ to gentiles (non-Jewish persons) as
represented by the magi (the wise men or kings) who
visited the infant Jesus and his parents, as well as
the baptism of Jesus as an adult by John.
As we enter a new calendar year we recognize that
‘God is forming us into a new people. And the place
of that formation is the small moments of today.’
(T. Harrison Warren, Liturgy of the Ordinary)

God works through the seemingly random events of
life. At first glance, the many relocations of Jesus’
family seem random. They emigrate to Egypt to
avoid a ruler, return after he dies, then relocate to
avoid another.

Four times in Matthew chapter 2 (verses 6,15,18, &
23) we learn how the events of Jesus’ life fulfill
scripture. Certain events may seem random but God
uses these parts of our own lives to shape us, to
bless others, and to make us who we are.
How is God at work through the seemingly random
events of your life today? How will the puzzle pieces
of our lives fall into place during the coming year?
Throughout 2023, may God weave the scattered
pieces of our lives into a beautiful tapestry of grace,
through Christ our Lord.
Peace,
(from prophets & promises devotions, Augsberg Fortress, 2022)
Pastor Chip

This is important!

Holy Communion
Jan. 8th
Feb. 5th
8:30am &10:30am
Services

Contact the church office and we
will help you stay connected.
419.363.3230

Administrative
Board did not meet
in December.
They will meet on
January 17, 2023 at
7pm.

New Members
Class:
A Disciple’s Path
begins January 23rd week through
February. Express interest by using
the connect card in the pews or
call the church office
419.363.3230

Scriptures & Messages
Jan. 1

Jan. 8

Jan. 15

Jan. 22

Guest Speaker
Casey Nuttle

Director of
Youth
Ministries:
Nathan Rupp

Jan. 29

New
Year’s
Day
Online Service
Only
www.rumcoh.org

Holy
Communion
Served

Ephesians
1:3-14

Psalm 29

‘God CHOSE
Us’

‘Glory!’

Message:
WTGN
Isaiah 6:1-9

1 Corinthians
1:18-31

“Preach Christ
Crucified”
Part 1

YOUTH Grades
from Nathan Rupp

6-12

We had 21 people go through our Christmas
prayer walk. Thank you to you who came and
we will be having another prayer walk for the
Easter season for any who may have missed our
last one. We had several youth help with the
Santa Shop which was a good day. Thank you to
all who helped donate, set up, and tear down
for that event. The kids really enjoy that.
We will had our Christmas youth party on Dec.
17th. And the youth will be doing a skit for the
7pm Christmas Eve service. The youth will be
participating again in the 30 Hour Famine as
they have always enjoyed it. We will be doing
our fast February 24-25th.
*If there is anyone who would like to share 5min
at the beginning of our youth group on a
Sunday afternoon please let me know. I would
love it if we can get people to share your
testimony or just about how your faith has
impacted your life. Youth group is Sundays at
4pm.
Psalm 92:1
It is good to praise the LORD
and make music to your name, O Most High,

Greetings to our Methodist Friends,
Join us at Capital University on Monday, Jan.
16 at 8 a.m. to celebrate the
32nd annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Learning. The theme of this year's event is "A
New Day for All of Us." Community members,
faculty, students, staff, alumni, and
congregational partners will come together
to celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and Capital's commitment to the
community. Day of activities include service
projects, workshops, a Jazz luncheon, and
keynote by Zellie Imani, an educator and
community organizer with Black Lives Matter
Paterson.
Please share this opportunity with your
congregation members through

Kids Club

Grades
K-5

We had a good turnout for our Christmas
program. We had 23 kids and then their parents
who came to listen. Thank you to Pastor Chip for
playing the piano, Casey and John in the
balcony, Kara organizing the children, and the
leaders guiding the children. We had several
parents who were very grateful for Kids Club and
the program. We have been continually growing
and may get to the point soon where we may
have to take 2 trips! We have not had to do that
for a while. Please continue to pray for these
children as they grow in Christ and are able to
see Gods love for them through the leaders and
helpers.
Psalm 96:4
For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
he is to be feared above all gods.

Feb. 24-25, 2023

announcements, newsletters, email, or social
media. All can register today at this
link: https://bit.ly/3iIU0xT
Don't hesitate to reach out with any
questions. Blessings to you all on this Advent
journey!
Grace and peace,
Drew
Pastor Drew Tucker | University
Pastor | Director for the Center for Faith and
Learning
Capital University | 614.236.7737 | dtucker@
capital.edu| Trinity 135
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The Faith We Sing

Military Heroes
2023 Updates:

We want to support these military heroes and
their families all year round. You may want to
send a card, note of encouragement, gift card
(if not deployed), or care boxes to thank them
for all they do for us and the sacrifices they
and their families make every day. Most
importantly, keep them in your prayers.
Mason Baxter
332 ESFS Alpha FLT
Unit 61807
APO AE 09321-1807
Air Guard deployed to Jordan.
Grandson of Brenda Barker
Isaiah Bretz
P.O. Box 300
44 Greenfield St.
Tiffin, OH 44883
Army Reserve in college.
Husband of Abi Browning-Bretz
Louth, Casey
Louth, Garth
12323 St. Rte. 707
Army Reserve:
Mendon, OH 45862
Army Reserve
Nephews of Sharla Brehm

The United Methodist Women will be
sponsoring our “Valentines for Veterans”
project. Starting January 8th, there will be
a basket in the café with cards with
suggested items needed (new). Donations
may be left in the designated box in the
café. Monday, January 30th will be the last
day to bring in donations. That will allow
time to box up the items and get them to
the VA office then on to the Dayton VA
Hospital in time for Valentine’s Day. If you
have any questions, contact Sandy Ulrey.

Zizelman, Kyle R
Navy: Moving to Washington State.
Will serve aboard a ship in the future.
Grandson of Sam and Lucille Zizelman

A special thank
you to Sandy Ulrey
for keeping our list
updated.
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The Faith We Sing

Genesis 13:17 “Go, walk
through the length and
breadth of the land, for I am
giving it to you.” This verse of
scripture is God telling
Abram to move his tents to
Hebron. Like Abram,
humans are constantly
wandering from place to
place.
Kentuckian John Jacob
Niles also wandered from
place to place, studying
music in Paris, teaching
music at Julliard, singing
opera and writing folk music.
He wrote I WONDER AS I
WANDER about 1930 when
he heard a girl, named
Annie Morgan, sing a
melodic melody at a
fundraising in North Carolina.
Annie was dirty and
ragged, and in an untutored
way, she sang a single line
for a song. From this one
fragment of music, Niles
composed his version of I
WONDER AS I WANDER,
which is often sung as a
carol.
I wonder as I wander out
under the sky
That Jesus my Savior did
come for to die
For ornery people like you
and like I
I wonder as I wander out
under the sky.

I’m certain that all of us
have traveled (wandered)
from time to time and place
to place, mostly by car.
Have you ever thought that
road signs could be linked to
a matching Bible verse?
Some years ago, I bought a
little booklet titled “Roadside
Reminders of God’s Word
and Signs of Faith” which
may remind you of these
Bible verses as you “wander”

the highways and see
these road signs.
 Stop sign – “Be still, and
know that I am God.”
Take a moment to praise
God.
 School Crossing – “I have
no greater joy than to
hear that my children are
walking in the truth.”
Reflect on how you can
walk with God.
 Keep Right – “Thus you will
walk in the ways of good
men and keep to the
paths of the righteous.”
Praise God for giving
direction on the road of
life.

 Bump – “I have told you
these things, so that in me
you may have peace. In
this world you will have
trouble.” Slow down and
let God drive your life.
 Road Construction – “Will
you rely on him for his
great strength? Will you
leave your heavy work to
him?” Pursue your work
relying on God’s strength.
 Narrow Road – “Enter
through the narrow gate.
For wide is the gate and
broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and
many will enter through
it.” Contemplate the
choice you will face,
choosing the right path.
 Do Not Turn – “Do not turn
to idols or make gods of
cast metal for yourselves. I
am the Lord your God.”
Ask if that goal is
possessing you and
making you turn from our
Heavenly Father.

 Two-way Street – “Dear
friends, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have
confidence before God
and receive from him
anything we ask because
we obey his commands.”
We have a relationship
with God through his Son,
Jesus.
 Detour – “And having
been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod,
they returned to their
country by another route.”
God knows the best routes
and often asks us to take
a detour down a road less
traveled.
 Deaf Child Area“Whoever welcomes one
of these little children in
my name welcomes me.”
Jesus instructs us to
lovingly welcome those
around us.
 Hospital – “Therefore
confess your sins to each
other and pray for each
other so that you may be
healed.” Pray for those
affected that are in the
hospital.
 Straight Ahead – “Teach
me your way, O Lord; lead
me in a straight path.”
Pray, study the Bible, love
learning the ways of God.
 Yield – “Throw away the
foreign gods that are
among you and yield your
hearts to the Lord.”
Remember to yield your
heart to God.
 Children playing – “Sing to
him a new song; play
skillfully, and shout for joy.”
Approach God in times of
jubilation!
 Reserved Parking – “In my
Father’s house are many
rooms...I am going there
to prepare a place for
you.” Praise God, he has
granted you salvation.
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 Crosswalk – “And what
does the Lord require of
you? …walk humbly with
God.” Let your actions
show that you indeed
walk with God.
 Do Not Enter – “Do not set
foot on the path of the
wicked.” This sign serves
as a reminder to stay clear
of sin.
 T Intersection – “For God
does speak-now one way,
now another.” God is
trying to communicate
with you.
 Rest Area – “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will
give you rest.” A reminder
that our ultimate source of
rest is Jesus Christ.
 No Parking – “I pray that
you may be active in
sharing your faith.” In
practicing your faith there
is no standing/stopping
/parking, rather, share the
good news of Jesus Christ.

 Signal Man – “I will signal
for them and gather them
in.” Remember God is
“waving” at you in which
he helps guide your path.
 Crossroads – “Stand at the
crossroads and look..ask
where the good way is.”
Think about the different
paths you may take and
ask God for guidance.
 Freeway Entrance – “This
righteousness from God
comes through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who
believe.” God’s kingdom
is free through Jesus’
sacrifice.
 No U-turn – “How is it that
you are turning back to
those miserable
principles?” It’s easy to be
led astray. Overcome this
bad habit.
 Road Closed To Traffic –
“My son, do not go along
with them, do not set foot
on their paths.”
Temptation is all around

us, do not stray on these
roads to sin.
 Crooked Road – “The
crooked roads shall
become straight, the
rough ways smooth.”
God’s salvation makes
straight our path in life.
 One Way – “I am the way
and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the
Father except through
me.” A very direct
message! Thank God for
His salvation!
I know this article is
longer that usual but wanted
to share it, especially since a
new year is beginning for all
of us. May it bring many
blessings!
~Janice

Wednesday, January 11, 2022
8:00am-2:00pm
Parkway High School
400 Buckeye St.
Rockford, OH
Friday, January 13, 2022
12:00-5:00pm
Rockford United Methodist Church
202 S. Franklin St.
Rockford, OH 45882
News: https://www.redcrossblood.org
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January
Mission Focus:
Backpacks
of Food
BACKPACK PROGRAM THROUGH
CALL MINISTERIES:
This ministry provides qualifying students
in grades k - 4, weekly with a bag of
food that contains two breakfasts, two
lunches, two dinners and two snacks
along with drinks. This sustains the
children over the weekend so that they
arrive Monday morning nourished and
ready to learn.
During the school year kids in grades

K-4 that qualify for free or reduced cost
meal program at school may sign up to
receive a sack of food weekly to nourish
them over the weekend.
During the summer months these same
kids may request a sack of food that
provides a week's supply for the
registered child. All Mercer County
schools participate in this program and
we serve approximately 300 children
during the school months.

God Provides Through Us!
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The Beyond Commitment cards are available
7
on the table in the café.

Thank you to all the people
who shared music, and
poems during the Advent
Season.

Thank you
for the
thoughtful
Cheer
box. It
was a
great
surprise.
~Butch
Michael

Thank you to Sandy Ulrey
for keeping us updated on
the military addresses each
year.

Thank You so much for the wonderful
Cheer Box that you gave me for
Christmas! The slippers, lotion, pen
stamps, circle book, devotional book,
candy and snacks will all be good
snacks for me when my blood sugar
goes low! Thanks so much!
Charlene Lutz

Thank you to all the
Advent Candle Lighter
families for bringing the
Word and light to us
during worship.

Thank you to Nathan and the
youth for creating the Advent
Prayer Path.

It’s Dartball Season!
All Games @ 7:30pm
Jan. 9 Home vs Schumm
Jan. 16 Home vs Celina Lutheran
Jan. 23 Home vs Bethany
Jan. 30 @ Mt. Carmel
Check the church calendar for the complete schedule
www.rumcoh.org
Contact Mike Pedroza for more information.
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Adage From Ann
It is the end of another year, and the beginning of a
new year; and it is time to thank those who have been
such a help to the UMW in their projects, and me in
particular.

are not just an unimportant Judean village, for a
Governor shall rise from you to rule my people
Israel.”

We are starting the New Year now, with this
newsletter, for the Valentine for Vets project. Sandy
Ulrey is in charge of all things military. There are not
too many of us, so we all do double duty. Karen
Nuttle has responsibility for the Family Night at the
Bowling Night at Coldwater. with all its wonderful
prizes. Joan Fox manages the Ice Cream Social, but
there wouldn’t be an Ice Cream Social without our Ice
Cream Makers, supported, of course, by the pie and
cake bakers, and the servers. Many, many, thanks!
Fall brought the Operation Christmas Child Project,
and all of those boxes to assemble. Thanks to the
Youth for handling that project for us. We are truly
grateful to you. Then there was the Barbecue
Chicken and Pork Dinner which Joan once again
handled, as well as the craft auction. I know Susan
Sherrick worked on that project. But the thanks
primarily goes to all of you who donated what you
have made throughout the year, whether it was
canned vegetables, crocheted. wood, metal, or
something else. It’s amazing. Many, many thanks!

Thank
You
The last two events of the year that I have on my
calendar are the Santa Shop chaired by Nita
Habeggar, and the Cheer Box Project. In the case of
Santa Shop items were collected that were
appropriate for family members, especially men. For
Cheer Boxes. The items were designated on index
cards, because we need a certain number that are
appropriate for shut ins, and that will fit into a shoe
box. Thanks to our generous givers, we once again
received all that we needed. My very great thanks to
all of you for helping with these and the other projects
of the church. Many, many thanks.
BIBLE STORY TIME
About the time that Jesus was born, some astrologers
from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, seeking a
“newborn king of the Jews.” For, they said, “We
have seen His star, and have come to worship
Him.” Herod was deeply disturbed by their questions,
and all of Jerusalem was filled with rumors. King
Herodasked if the prophets told where the Messiah
would be born? Yes, in Bethlehem, they told him.
The Prophet Micah wrote, “O little town of
Bethlehem, you

Herod called the astrologers to him for an interview,
and told them that the baby they were seeking was
probably in Bethlehem; and if this was so, when they
found the baby they were to tell him so that he could
come and worship the baby also. So the astrologers
left Jerusalem for Bethlehem, and look! there was the
star, and it was standing over Bethlehem. Their joy
knew no bounds.
Entering the house where the baby and Mary were,
they threw themselves down before Him, worshiping.
Then they opened their presents and gave Him gold,
frankincense and myrrh, But God warned them in a
dream not to return home to their own land through
Jerusalem.
After they were gone an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and told him to take the baby and
his mother to Egypt and to stay there until he was told
to return, because King Herod was going to try to kill
the child. That same night they left for Egypt and
stayed there until Herod’s death, fulfilling the
prophecy, “I have called my Son from Egypt.”
Herod was furious that the astrologers avoided him.
He sent soldiers to Bethlehem to kill all baby boys two
years old and younger both in town and outside and
into the hill country roundabout. This brutal action
fulfilled the prophecy by Jeremiah, Screams of
anguish come from Ramah. Weeping unrestrained.
Rachel weeping for her children, Uncomforted, for
they are dead.
When Herod died, an angel appeared in a dream to
Joseph and told him to go back to Israel; but when he
heard that Herod’s son ruled, he was afraid. Then in
another dream, Joseph was warned not to go to
Judea; so they went to Galilee instead, and lived in
Nazareth. This fulfilled the prediction of the prophets
concerning the Messiah: “He shall be called a
9
Nazarene.” Matt. 2

Birthdays
3- Laura Garwood
5- Jenilee Bransteter
5-Britney Shindeldecker
7-Gideon Rupp
9-Janice Frederick
10-Trisha Bentz
13- Jim Gibson
13- Jim Bransteter
14-Connie Hays
17-Karla Butler
18-Theo Shindeldecker

21-Kyson MtCastle
23-Kathy Bransteter
24-Kathy Shrider
25-Machell Price
26-Brenda Barker
26-Kylan MtCastle
26-Davis Peel
27-Kara Fisher
30-Treya Conn
31-Caryn Wenning
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Sunday, January 1, 2023
Online Service Only
www.rumcoh.org

Tuesday, January 2, 2023
Church Office Closed
No School – Parkway
Wednesday, January 3, 2023
3:30-5PM Kids’ Club
No Helping Hands Thrift Store Open
4:30-6PM FIVE02 Community Dinner
5:00PM Kids Club Christmas Program
6:00PM Bible Study- Revelation
6:00PM Youth Small Group
7:00PM Music Rehearsal for worship

Thursday, January 5, 2023
10:00AM Sisters In Grace Bible Study
Saturday, January 7, 2023
10:00-1:00PM Helping Hands Thrift Store Open
Sunday, January 8, 2023
Holy Communion Sunday
8:30AM Traditions Worship
9:30AM Sunday School for all ages
10:30AM Engage Worship
4:00PM Youth Group

Monday, January 9, 2023
7:30PM Dartball Game Home vs. Schumm
Tuesday, January 10, 2023
7:00PM Trustees Meeting

Thursday, January 12, 2023
10:00AM Sisters In Grace Bible Study
Friday, January 13, 2023
12:00pm-5:00PM Red Cross Blood Drive RUMC
Saturday, January 14, 2023
10:00AM Helping Hands Thrift Store Open
Sunday, January 15, 2023
8:30AM Traditions Worship
9:30AM Sunday School for all ages
10:30AM Engage Worship
4:00PM Youth Group

Tuesday, January 17, 2023
7:00PM Administrative Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 18, 2023
3:30-5PM Kids’ Club
No Helping Hands Thrift Store Open
4:30-6PM FIVE02 Community Dinner
5:00PM Kids Club Christmas Program
6:00PM Bible Study- Revelation
6:00PM Youth Small Group
7:00PM Music Rehearsal for worship
Thursday, January 19, 2023
10:00AM Sisters In Grace Bible Study

Saturday, January 21, 2023
8:00AM Recycling Day
10:00-1:00PM Helping Hands Thrift Store
Sunday, January 22, 2023
8:30AM Traditions Worship
9:30AM Sunday School for all ages
10:30AM Engage Worship
4:00PM Youth Group
Monday, January 23, 2023
February Newsletter Deadline
7:30PM Dartball Game Home vs Bethany
Wednesday, January 25, 2023
3:30-5PM Kids’ Club
No Helping Hands Thrift Store Open
4:30-6PM FIVE02 Community Dinner
5:00PM Kids Club Christmas Program
6:00PM Bible Study- Revelation
6:00PM Youth Small Group
7:00PM Music Rehearsal for worship
Thursday, January 26, 2023
10:00AM Sisters In Grace Bible Study
Saturday, January 28, 2023
9:00AM-11:00AM Food Pantry
10:00AM-1:00PM Helping Hands Thrift Store Open
Sunday, January 29, 2023
8:30AM Traditions Worship
9:30AM Sunday School for all ages
10:30AM Engage Worship
4:00PM Youth Group
Monday, January 30, 2023
7:30PM Dartball Game @ Mt. Carmel

This calendar is constantly changing.
For current up to date calendar:
visit www.rumcoh.org

Wednesday, January 11, 2023
3:30-5PM Kids’ Club
No Helping Hands Thrift Store Open
4:30-6PM FIVE02 Community Dinner
6:00PM Bible Study- Revelation
6:00PM Youth Small Group
7:00PM Music Rehearsal for worship

7:30PM Dartball Game Hm vs Celina Lutheran
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Rockford United Methodist Church
202 South Franklin Street
P. O. Box 305
Rockford, Ohio 45882-0305
Pastor Thurlow “Chip” Steffy
Phone: 419-363-3230
Fax: 419-363-2827
Email: pastor.chip.rumc@bright.net
Website—www.rumcoh.org
Like us on Facebook

8:30 am TRADITIONS Worship and Praise
with Nursery
9:30 am Sunday School for all ages
10:30 am ENGAGE Worship and Praise
with Nursery and Jr. Church

GNO – Dec. 20 the GNO gals celebrated the National Day of Caroling. We
caroled in the Rockford community and visited 7 homes. It was a beautiful
night to be outside and the food and fellowship throughout the evening was
a blessing to all.
We will continue to celebrate National Day of __?___ on January 8th.
Sunday January 8th is
National Joy Germ Day!
Have we peaked your interest? Come at 5:30pm to the parsonage to learn about “Joy Germ day”!

